Blackfriars,
Gloucester

Gloucester Heritage URC and the Gloucester City
Council are carrying out a joint consultation
exercise on the draft Masterplan that has been
prepared for the eastern half of the Blackfriars
site, and on the amendments proposed to the
draft development brief which applies to the whole
of the Blackfriars site.

The document which follows is based on the
exhibition material which has been used, and we
hope that this forms a useful summary of the
proposals of the Masterplan.

We would appreciate your comments on the
guestionnaire at the end of this document.
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01 Blackfriars

INTRODUCTION

This exhibition presents a Masterplan
for the Greater Blackfriars area. It aims
to create a balanced vision for the
development of the area, which can be
used to assess viability and to give
clear guidance to prospective
developers.

Blackfriars is a key area within the
centre of Gloucester. It can attract
significant investment, and lies
between the Docks and the historic
city centre. It is of key importance in
historical terms, with two groups of
Grade 1 listed buildings, the Fleece
and the Blackfriars Priory.

The Blackfriars area has been
occupied throughout the known life of
the city and there are archaeological
remains throughout the site area, and
therefore significant costs associated
with its development.
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02 Blackfriars

KEY PLANNING ISSUES

Gloucester City Council have been
preparing a Planning Brief for the
development of the Blackfriars area, and
they wish to consult stakeholders and the
public on the revised proposals in that
brief, with a view to it being adopted by
the City Council as Planning Policy.

As a parallel exercise, Gloucester
Heritage URC has commissioned a
Masterplan for the area. This contains
much more detail than the brief, and aims
to give developers a clear understanding
of what form of development will be
acceptable in the area. Subject to any
comments made, the aim is that this
masterplan will be endorsed by the City
Council.

Both documents can then be used to
attract the private sector to undertake the
development of the area.
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03a Blackfriars

KEY MASTERPLAN
PRINCIPLES

The masterplan has been drawn up around seven key principles.

1. Enhance
routes between
the Docks and

the Cathedral

Are these the correct principles to follow?
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03b Blackfriars

KEY MASTERPLAN
PRINCIPLES

The masterplan has been drawn up around seven key principles.

2. Enhance
routes to the
River

Are these the correct principles to follow?
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KEY MASTERPLAN
PRINCIPLES

The masterplan has been drawn up around seven key principles.

3. Create a
new
Blackfriars
square

Are these the correct principles to follow?
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KEY MASTERPLAN
PRINCIPLES

The masterplan has been drawn up around seven key principles.

4. There is
potential to
Create a
Civic Quarter

Are these the correct principles to follow?
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KEY MASTERPLAN
PRINCIPLES

The masterplan has been drawn up around seven key principles.

5. There is
potential for
new housing
on the
Riverfront.

Are these the correct principles to follow?
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KEY MASTERPLAN
PRINCIPLES

The masterplan has been drawn up around seven key principles.

6. Car parking
can be served
from The Quay
and Commercial
Road

Are these the correct principles to follow?
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KEY MASTERPLAN
PRINCIPLES

The masterplan has been drawn up around seven key principles.

Are these the correct principles to follow?

Greater Blackfriars Masterplan Proposals & Consultation

7. The energy
needs of the
site can be
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central plant
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LAND USES AND
DESIGN PRINCIPLES

The future use of this
development is not fixed at
this stage.

The University of
Gloucestershire is discussing
taking on the management of
the Blackfriars Priory with
English Heritage. They also
have a demand for new
student housing.

There is interest in the site
from a hotel operator, and the
City Council is investigating
the potential for developing a
new car park which will
replace the Longsmith Street
car park.

The County and City Councils
are both reviewing their
accommodation needs.

Are these land uses appropriate?

Greater Blackfriars Masterplan Proposals & Consultation



04b Blackfriars

LAND USES AND
DESIGN PRINCIPLES

Within the
principles set out
on the previous
board, the aim has
been to achieve a
masterplan that
reflects the historic
height and massing
of development,
and which, in
particular,
preserves and
enhances views of
the Cathedral
through the site. In
some areas it will
be appropriate to
reflect dimensions
of the historic lanes
that run through the
are: in others (for
example on
Ladybellegate
Street) there is the
opportunity to have
more open spaces,
and use more
modern materials.

The costs associated with the development of the
site mean that in the current financial climate, there
Is no guarantee of when the development of the site
as a whole will be completed.

Are these land uses appropriate?
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POSSIBLE PHASING
OF DEVELOPMENT

It is likely that the Greater Blackfriars scheme will be implemented in a number of
phases.
The first is likely to be to open the North range of the Blackfriars Priory to use, with

the provision of heating, lighting and toilets. Proposals are also being prepared for the
redevelopment of the ‘Clutch Clinic’ site adjacent to the Priory.

The Barbican site, currently in use as a car park, offers potential for
development for a hotel, ‘wrapped around’ a new multi-storey car park.
A new public open space is proposed for the area immediately to the north of

the Priory.

Do these phases make sense?
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POSSIBLE PHASING
OF DEVELOPMENT

Do these phases make sense?
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THE BLACKFRIARS
PRIORY

A grade 1 listed building, and a Scheduled Ancient Monument, the Priory is a
great asset for Gloucester, but is currently not open to the public.

The proposals are threefold:

1.To open the North range to use as a venue, for concerts and exhibitions etc,
with investment in heating, lighting and toilets.

2.To demolish the ‘Clutch Clinic’ building, and re-create the cloister of the
Priory. The new space becomes offices and meeting rooms, and enables full
use to be made of the South Range.

3.To acquire and redevelop the properties currently owned by the British Legion
Do you support these proposals?

Greater Blackfriars Masterplan Proposals & Consultation



06b

THE BLACKFRIARS

PRIORY

No 11
Ladybellegate St

to be refurbished.

‘Scriptorium’
opened for use

New open space.

‘British Legion’
site to be
acquired and
redeveloped.

Do you support these proposals?
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Blackfriars

New Blackfriars
Square.

North Range.

Pedestrian
route through
the ‘Cloister’
area.

New
development on
the ‘Clutch
Clinic’ site.
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THE '‘BARBICAN’ SITE

The Barbican site has the potential for the development of a new multi-
storey car park and a new hotel , which could be “wrapped around” the
car park structure.

There is also potential for a new Police
Station serving the City Centre.

Do you support these proposals?
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Blackfriars

THE ‘BARBICAN’ SITE

Gloucester Prison

Proposed car park

Probable vehicle
access to car park

Vehicle access to
corner block

—_—

Future phase of

<—— development

v
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New Hotel

New public Square
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Do you support these proposals?
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