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Executive Summary

The Gloucester Heritage Urban Regeneration Company (GHURC) has commissioned the
Museum of London Archaeology Service to carry out an archaeological desk-based
assessment of The King’s Square and Bus Station regeneration Site. It is accompanied by a
separate Introduction document which provides the background of the project, along with
methodology, planning context and general archaeological and historical background.

The GHURC Regeneration Framework (July 2006) describes the King’s Square and Bus
Station Site as having potential for substantial expansion of city centre retail floorspace
including a major new department store. It will form a major destination within the city
centre and complement retail and leisure investment elsewhere in the city. In terms of cultural
heritage, the regeneration Site provides a key gateway into this historic city, in particular
from the railway station, although there is currently a lack of historic urban grain due to
mass 20th century remodelling.

The King’s Square and Bus Station regeneration Site is highly sensitive archaeologically. It
lies within the Roman settlement and includes the northern and eastern Roman defences. Two
separate areas of the settlement are a Scheduled Monument. A section of the Roman defences
is also Scheduled. Burials and occupation is also expected. During the medieval period the
western half lay within the medieval town and included the northern and eastern defences, the
North and East Gates, an outer gate and a postern gate. Whitefriars Priory precinct lay
outside the town wall in the eastern half of the Site. The post-medieval Civil War defences
cross the centre of the Site.

The Blackfriars and Westgate Quay Site is fairly sensitive in terms of built heritage. It
contains four grade Il statutorily listed buildings, located on Northgate Street along the
northern edge of the Site. The north-western part of the Site contains two Conservation Areas
(Clarence Street and London Road). In addition, several unlisted buildings are identified as
being of historical interest.

1
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Introduction

Project background

The Gloucester Heritage Urban Regeneration Company (GHURC) has
commissioned the Museum of London Archaeology Service (MoLAS) to carry out
an archaeological desk-based assessment of proposed development of five key sites
in the City of Gloucester. The five sites have been identified for regeneration in the
GHURC Area Regeneration Framework (July 2006). The current report provides an
archaeological assessment of the King’s Square and Bus Station Site (hereafter the
regeneration Site). It is accompanied by a separate volume which provides an
Introduction to the project, along with methodology, planning context and a general
archaeological and historical background to Gloucester city. A full bibliography and
list of sources consulted may be found in the Introduction document, along with a
glossary of terms.

Within the Regeneration Framework document, the King’s Square and Bus Station
regeneration Site is described as having potential for substantial expansion of city
centre retail floorspace, with a variety of unit shops and a major new department
store, visible from King’s Square and the ring road. It will form a major destination
within the city centre and complement retail and leisure investment elsewhere in the
city. In terms of cultural heritage, the regeneration Site provides a key gateway into
this historic city, in particular from the railway station, although there is currently a
lack of historic urban grain due to mass 20th century remodelling (GCC 2006, 17).

Site location

The Site lies in the north-east quadrant of the city centre (centred on National Grid
Reference 383510 218600: Fig 1). The northern part of the Site extends to Northgate
Street and the railway line, the southern part borders Clarence Street and Station
Road; the eastern part extends to the Bruton Way and A4302 road junction. The Site
straddles the line of the Roman and medieval town walls, which run roughly parallel
to Clarence Street in the south east-and return along the north-east side of St Aldate
Street.

Key cultural heritage assets

The King’s Square and Bus Station regeneration Site is highly sensitive
archaeologically:

e It lies on the site of the Roman colonia and includes the northern and
eastern Roman defences. Two separate areas of the colonia are a
Scheduled Monument (No. GC330) and are protected. A section of the
Roman defences is also Scheduled (No. 331). Burials and occupation are
expected beyond the Roman settlement.

e It lies within the medieval town and includes the northern and eastern
defences, the North and East Gates, an outer gate and a postern gate,
along with Whitefriars Priory precinct, which lay outside the town wall in
the eastern half of the Site.

e The Civil War defences cross the centre of the Site.
The Blackfriars and Westgate Quay Site is sensitive in terms of built heritage:

2
P:\GLOU\1016\na\Field\deliverables13-07-07\Kings Square\Kings Square draft 14-05-07.doc



133

134

King’s Square and Bus Station
Archaeological desk-based assessment @ MoLAS 2007

e The north-western part of the Site contains two Conservation Areas
(Clarence Street and London Road). The Council is currently in the
process of reviewing the Conservation Area boundaries. Under the
proposed amendments, the Conservation Area boundaries would not
change (GCC 2006, para 2.23)

e |t contains four Grade Il Listed Buildings, located on Northgate Street
along the northern edge of the Site.

Fig 2 shows the location of known archaeological sites and finds within the
regeneration Site taken from the enhanced Historic Environment Record (HER)
dataset (the enhancement was carried out as part of the present study). These have
been allocated a unique desk-based assessment reference number (DBA 1, 2, etc),
which is listed in a gazetteer at the back of this report and is referred to in the text.

Fig 3 shows the location of built heritage resources within the regeneration Site taken
from the enhanced HER dataset. This includes statutorily listed buildings,
Conservation Areas and unlisted buildings of historical interest. These have been
allocated a unique built heritage reference number (BH 1, 2, etc), which is listed in a
gazetteer at the back of this report and is referred to in the text.

3
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Topography and geology

Introduction

A general discussion on the stratigraphy of the regeneration Site as inferred from the
geoarchaeological deposit model is given below. The Site falls within Landscape
zones (LZs) 6, 7 and 8. A full description of the zones, with a general
geoarchaeological background, and deposit model methodology is given within the
main document. An interpretation to the deposits that occur across the Site is given
with the illustrated transect (Fig 6). A definition for the geoarchaeological terms
highlighted in bold is given in the glossary in the Introduction document.

Deposit sequence

According to the British Geological Survey (BGS) solid and drift geology map (sheet
no. 234) the regeneration Site is situated over outcropping Lias Clay of a Jurassic
age on a high point of ground to the east of the Severn floodplain. The central and
eastern parts of the Site are noted as containing ‘fan’ gravels which cap the
underlying Lias Clay. These gravels are related to the third terrace of the River
Severn, although rather than being deposited by the river itself, these gravels were
formed by solifluction processes in a cold climate periglacial landscape. In such
conditions, freeze thaw processes result in a mass of material sludging downslope
under force of gravity.

The gravels of the third terrace are thought to be of a Late Devensian age (BGS,
1992), and were probably deposited from around 25,000 BP, just before the last
glacial maximum. Since the beginning of the Holocene period (i.e. the last 10,000
years) the regeneration Site would have existed as dry ground, with very little
sediment accumulation occurring. The Site is situated some distance from the
floodplain and so no alluvial deposits would have been deposited across the area.
Above the gravels and Lias Clay early Holocene soils would have begun to form,
although these are unlikely to have accrued to any significant thickness.

Although the data distribution (archaeological and geotechnical) across the Site is
sparse, the available data do give an indication of the nature of the deposits that
could be expected to occur. The topographic plot of the early Holocene surface,
which essentially maps the surface of the Lias Clay, gives an indication at what level
the natural ground surface occurred at before any anthropogenic activity. None of the
data gave an indication of any gravels surviving across the Site, and this is possibly
due to quarrying activity during the Roman period.

The surface of the pre-Holocene deposits across the regeneration Site occurs at
between 12.5 to 12m Ordnance Datum (OD) (Fig 4). Towards the north of the Site
(within Boreholes SO81NW24 and SO81NW?2, see Fig 6), Lias Clay is overlain by a
thin sand deposit and a subsequent silty clay. These units occur at ¢ 13.7m OD and
measure up to 1.2m in thickness. The lower sand unit may be a remnant of
Pleistocene age soliflucted material with the silty clays derived through a
combination of early Holocene pedogenesis, with an input of material from colluvial
action. However, this material may also be archaeologically derived. From the
borehole logs the exact nature of the material is unclear.

Excavations to the south of (outside) the regeneration Site, on Eastgate Street
immediately south of King’s Walk (site code 4/90), revealed archaeological deposits
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which existed to a similar depth. Within trench 11 (Fig 6), the archaeological horizon
was found to occur at ¢ 18.3m OD and rested open a natural clay deposit which
occurred at ¢ 15.2m OD. The adjacent trench 1V, recorded archaeological deposits
associated with the city ditch which extended below the limit of excavation to ¢
12.8m OD. One of the boreholes along the alignment of the city ditch (SO81NW27,
see Fig 6), recorded silty gravels occurring at 11.9m OD. Above this unit, a sandy
clay overlain by a thick peaty silt unit was recorded. These deposits are likely to
represent the water lain, marshy deposits infilling the city ditch. These units occurred
at ¢ 15.2m OD and measured up 2.6m in thickness.

The borehole data suggest that made ground (whether archaeological or modern)
varies between 6m in the south west to around 1m in the north (see Fig 5). The extent
to which this made ground is of archaeological significance is difficult to determine
from the borehole logs alone, and as discussed earlier the lower ‘natural’ deposits
recorded as overlaying the Lias Cay may be archaeologically derived. However,
from the archaeological interventions that have been carried out within the
regeneration Site, archaeologically sensitive deposits may be expected to occur at
18.5m OD at the point of highest survival. The base of these deposits may be
expected to occur at ¢ 15m OD in the south to 12.5m OD in the north, although
deeper features such as pits and wells may extend below this level. Where the city
ditch occurs archaeological deposits may extend to around 11.5m OD or lower.

Limitations of study

The deposit model has been able to suggest the lowest and highest levels that
archaeological or palaeoenvironmental deposits may be expected to occur. It should
be considered that this is derived from old geotechnical data, which may not give a
true picture of the present levels of truncation that presently exist on the regeneration
Site. This model should therefore be refined with data regarding the present level of
any basement floors. Secondly, from the boreholes alone it is difficulty to discern the
archaeology from the modern material. Geoarchaeological monitoring of any
geotechnical surveys within the regeneration Site would assist in refining the
understanding the model further so that the distinction between modern and
archaeological material can be made. These data could then be added to the deposit
model.
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Archaeological and historical background

Overview of past archaeological investigations

There have been several archaeological investigations in the King’s Square area
since the late 19th century. Important parts of the Roman colonia and defensive
walls, including the east and north gates, have been recorded here. Extensive
excavations have focused on the site of the Debenhams store and in King’s Walk in
the western half of the Site (e.g. DBA 31, 48 and DBA 6, 23, 74, 107 respectively).
These revealed evidence of imposing Roman buildings (Debenhams site) and parts
of the Roman wall (along King’s Walk), as well as evidence for occupation,
structures, burials and early industrial use. Iron Age and medieval activity was also
recorded. Segments of the Roman wall can be seen in King’s Walk and running
parallel to Clarence Street and are preserved in situ under the cellars of a number of
buildings.

In contrast, there has been little systematic investigation for the eastern part of the
regeneration Site, in particular around the Bus Station and east of it, i.e. in the area
outside the Roman and medieval walls. This area is known to have contained the
13th-century Whitefriars precinct. There is evidence to suggest agricultural use of
this area in the Roman period, between two main roads leaving the city and linking it
to Cirencester (Ermin Road) and the Birmingham area respectively.

Chronological summary

The general evolution of Gloucester, beginning in the prehistoric period and
continuing with the foundation of the Roman colonia at Glevum, and the
development of the urban centre in the medieval and post-medieval periods, has been
set out in detail in the Introduction document, to which the reader should refer for
background information. The following section contains a detailed chronological
summary of the area known as King’s Square and Bus Station.

Prehistoric period (¢ 500,000 BC-AD 43)

The prehistoric timeslice (Fig 7) is based on the limited HER data within the Site and
geoarchaeological information compiled for the present study. It reflects the lack of
current understanding of the nature and distribution of human activity in the Site
during this period.

There are no known prehistoric remains within the regeneration Site. Pre-Roman
features (probably Iron Age) were identified by Heighway and Garrod at 45-9
Northgate Street (Site code 1/74), a few metres outside the study area. The features
included a small pit filled with charcoal-flecked sand, and a double row of stakeholes
(apparently unrelated to the pit), which did not follow the later Roman alignments
and was sealed by a Roman surface (Heighway 1984, 20).

Roman period (AD 43-410)

King’s Square and the Bus Station site fall within the north-east quadrant of Roman
Glevum and east of (outside) the Roman walls respectively. Features of note within
the King’s Square area include the city walls, and the east and north gates (discussed
below). Hurst (1986, 3) reports that Roman building levels at Gloucester are
generally found at 8.5m OD or above, presumably in order to protect them from the
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risk of flooding below that level. The timeslice for this period (Fig 8) was based
primarily on Heighway’s (1976) conjectured location of Roman features along with
known HER sites and finds, and shows the regeneration Site in relation to these
features.

The Roman Defences

The eastern defences have been extensively studied and have been published in detail
(Heighway 1983; Hurst 1986). The following is a summary of the main features,
spanning from the earlier legionary fort phase to the later colonia defences and
structures.

Excavations of the Roman walls began in the 19th century. In 1873, 45ft of the city
wall were excavated by John Bellows on King’s Walk (DBA 6) (Hurst 1986, 5).
These remains have since been designated Scheduled Ancient Monument (DBA
118).

The demolition in the 1960s of 1-5 King’s Square (DBA 107) uncovered parts of the
defensive wall and its outer ditch (though the full width of the latter was not
established). The wall was found 9ft (¢ 2.47m) below street level. Five courses of
Cotswold Oolite blocks survived, 6ft (¢ 1.82m) wide at the top, forming the
foundation and base. It is believed that the base of the wall was set in water (it had to
be pumped out during the excavations), because of the lack of cement, which would
have allowed water to pass between the blocks and prevented washing-out of the
foundations (Fullbrook-Leggatt 1968, 23).

The excavations at 41-51 Eastgate Street in 1969 (DBA 74) were carried out as part
of the King’s Square redevelopment scheme, which saw the demolition of buildings
over the entire length of the Roman wall between the east gate and the north-east
corner of the walls, except for the MEB (Midlands Electricity Board) premises at 1-5
King’s Square, which - as just discussed - were built earlier in the 1960s (Hurst
1986, 7). The excavations at 41-51 Eastgate Street revealed three separate sequences
of the Roman defences comprising: 1. rampart wall and ditch; 2. outside ditch; 3.
within defences (Hurst 1986, 7-37). The earliest phase included part of the legionary
ditch, which was at least 2.2m deep (Hurst 1986, 103). The legionary ditch was also
observed at 38-44 Eastgate Street. Here, the V-shaped ditch was 3.2m wide at the
top and 2.2-2.75m deep (ibid.).

Fullbrook-Leggatt (1968, 21) observed that the Roman defensive wall followed the
line of the old St Aldate Street (though this has been widened since the latter part of
the 19th century) and that this had caused the front faces of several houses to incline
backwards owing to subsidence of the foundations of the rear parts, as their yards lay
in the outer ditch (ibid.). In 1970-71, three trenches were excavated at St Aldate
Street and King’s Square (DBA 75) revealed part of the Roman corner tower (Hurst
1986, 89). Realignment of the St Aldate Street sewer in advance of the subway
excavation exposed the north face of the defensive wall, a third - probably Roman -
external tower ¢ 7m-wide and similar to the one found at 41-51 Eastgate Street
(DBA 74). Its foundation lay beneath the bottom of the 3.5m deep sewer trench
(Hurst 1986, 89).

Following the fortress’s conversion into a colonia, possibly during the reign of the
emperor Nerva (AD 96-8), a wall was erected against the fortress bank and on top of
the infilled legionary ditch (Heighway 1983, 2). It was 2m-wide, stone-faced with a
rubble core, on top of a 1m-wide foundation.
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The east gate and north gate

This part of the Roman town could be accessed through the east gate and the north
gate, accessed via the Ermin Street Roman road (DBA 110), which follows modern
London Road. Ermin Street, a Roman Consular way, started at St David’s in
Pembrokeshire and reached Southampton in Hampshire.

The east gate was identified in 1974 at 3844 Eastgate Street during the construction
of the Boots Store (this lies just south of regeneration Site). The whole area was
excavated mechanically down to natural for the new basement and a watching brief
was carried out over a period of six months under the direction of A P Garrod
(Heighway 1983, 1). In the first half of the 2nd century AD, an earlier timber gate
(dated to ¢ AD 70) was replaced by a new stone east gate (Heighway 1983, 41). A
new ditch was dug at some point to replace the infilled one, its exact date is unclear,
but it had been backfilled by the 3rd century AD (Heighway 1983, 3) (DBA 100). A
second bank with stone interval towers was also added in the late 2nd century, and
may be contemporary with the ditch mentioned above (ibid.) (DBA 102). The
defences underwent various modifications and in the 4th century there were major
repairs: the East Gate was possibly partly demolished and its interior was filled with
earth, perhaps to be used as an artillery tower (Heighway 1983, 3). Towers were
added along the northern and eastern sides of the defences (Heighway 1983, 3; Hurst
1972, 51).

Part of the south gate-tower of the Roman east gate survives preserved in situ in the
cellar of No. 38 Eastgate Street to a height of 2m (Fullbrook-Leggatt 1968, 26;
Heighway 1983, 43 — Note: this is just outside the regeneration Site). Part of the city
wall can also be seen further north in the underground chambers in King’s Walk
Shopping Centre (DBA 23).

In 1974, excavations at 45-9 Northgate Street (Site code 1/74) by Garrod and
Heighway, revealed new elements of the legionary defences, the north gate, and
related gate structures and later additions, including rebuilding in the 11th/12th
centuries and 13th century (Heighway 1983; Hurst 1986).

The north gate was set in a construction pit 1.2m deep, only the foundations of the
gate tower remained. They were made of rectangular blocks of stone set in three
offset courses, laid with the short faces revetting a rubble core (Heighway 1983, 27).
The tower measured ¢ 3m north-south. As with the east gate, there was evidence that
an earlier timber north gate had been truncated by the construction of the stone gate
(Hurst 1986, 103). According to Heighway (1983, 1), the stone structure was
possibly built in the 1st century AD. In the earliest fortress phase, there appears to
have been a building next to the north gate with associated ovens, possibly the guard
house. Next to the gate, five post holes were identified, probably an access stair to
the rampart (Heighway 1983, 1). The north gate may have had a single carriageway
flanked by an inturned L-shaped structures (Heighway 1983, 29-30, figure 4), but
Hurst (1986, 107) states that the exact layout is unclear. He suggests that the north
gate would have been an imposing structure: as the Porta Praetoria of the fortress
and serving traffic coming from both east and north, it may have had a triumphal
arch (ibid.).

When the extensive frontage of No. 1 St Aldate Street (DBA 45) was set back in
1888-89, a considerable portion of the Roman wall was uncovered and preserved.
Fullbrook-Leggatt (1968, 21) reports that “in sinking for the foundation of a chimney
stack, between this point and the north gate, but on the outside of the ditch, they
found rushes and other aquatic plants, as well as a strong landing-stage built of
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beams. It was however covered again’.

In spite of the alterations to the town defences, the intervallum streets (those streets
within the defensive wall) were kept, as shown by the accumulation of up to nine
street surfaces excavated at a number of locations along the perimeter wall (DBA 40,
58, 74, 84, 100). The dark loam that sealed most of the street surfaces is dated by
coins found within it to the end of the 4th century AD, and is thought to represent the
final period of Roman urban decline (Heighway 1983, 3).

Roman buildings

Roman buildings have been excavated at a number of locations in the regeneration
Site, especially within the site currently occupied by the Debenham’s store
(previously the Bon Marché site). A Roman limestone panel and hypocaust were
observed in 1934 at 30-44 Northgate Street (DBA 48). The following are reported
from approximately the same location: Roman building, pavements, pottery and a
carved limestone head (DBA 31); tessellated pavements (DBA 32, 62), and columns,
indicating the site of a possible temple (DBA 97). Roman stone and timber buildings,
courtyard, streets, legionary bank are reported from St Aldate Street (DBA 43); while
excavations in 1971 at 96 Northgate Street (DBA 76) uncovered the remains of three
successive buildings and a colonnade.

In King’s Square, a Roman masonry building, possibly a shop with a portico and
mosaic pavement, was observed in 1960 (DBA 104). Most finds in the area of the
Square relate to the defences already discussed, but the HER reports a high quantity
of stray finds (especially coins and pottery), often without a clear archaeological
context.

There is evidence for an extra-mural settlement, as observed along the western end of
Northgate Street (towards London Road) (e.g. DBA 79, 80). A Roman mosaic was
found circa 1800 along Lower North Gate Street, at the former site of the Spread
Eagle Hotel (DBA 98), and the Ordnance Survey 1st edition 25” map of 1881-86
(Fig 13) marks this location “Temple of Aesculapius’. The Bus Station area on the
other hand may have laid outside the settled area, possibly (though there is no clear
evidence for this), within farm land.

Water Supply

The River Severn’s water is brackish and therefore the Romans would have relied on
wells for a clean water supply (Fullbrook-Leggatt 1968, 11). It is possible that the
Romans diverted course of the River Twyver into its present course (DBA 114) to
transport stone from the Cotswold quarries for building (ibid., 9). The Romans may
have diverted the stream at the junction of St Aldate and King Streets to feed water
to the ditch around the town wall (DBA 68). Alternatively, the Benedictine monks
may have diverted it when St Peter’s was constructed (also to get stone). In any case,
according to Fullbrook-Leggatt (1964, 81), the Twyver did not follow the line at
Market Parade towards the site of the North Outer Gate as it does at present, but
probably swung to the west just north of the gate (DBA 122).

Roman burials

Two Roman inhumations with associated jewellery were located in 1964 along St
Aldate Street, in close proximity to the city walls (DBA 52). There is potential for
further burials as Roman law that forbade burial within the town walls. Heighway
(1976, 4) points out that Wotton Pitch, ¢ 500m north-east of the railway station, is

9
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the likely location of an early military cemetery, as suggested by the finding of two
military tombstones (one is now lost, one is in the City Museum). A later cemetery is
located at Kingsholm (c 700m north of the Site’s northern boundary), while others
are yet to be located outside the city walls (ibid).

Early medieval period (AD 410-1066)

Urban life ceased following the departure of the Romans, although the town was not
completely abandoned (Garrod and Heighway 1984). It is generally believed that
early medieval occupation was confined to the central area of the settlement around
the old Roman forum, just south of Eastgate Street (Garrod and Heighway 1984, 4),
i.e. immediately south of and outside the regeneration Site.

According to Fullbrook-Leggatt (1968, 9), the River Twyver, which currently
crosses the Site under Market Parade, was diverted in the 7th century, when St
Peter’s (to the north, outside the Site) was constructed by the Benedictine monks, in
order to transport from the Cotswold quarries (DBA 114) (though the diversion may
be of Roman date). The artificial duct followed the line of the outer ditch of the town
wall and conveyed water from the River Twyver to the abbey (Fullbrook-Leggatt
1968, 22).

In the early 10th century, the Saxon burh (fortified settlement) had a street plan that
lay within the Roman defended area, with the Roman defences probably renewed
(Hurst 1986, 4). According to Fullbrook-Leggatt (1952, 29), in this part of the town
the streets appear to follow the lines of their Roman precursors more than in the
western part of the settlement.

The Roman east gate and wall survived until the 11th century (Heighway 1980, 10).
The gate was partially demolished and rebuilt as a solid ‘inturned entrance passage
with a rear stairway and a room above’ of probable Norman construction (ibid).

There are no documentary records for any of Gloucester’s street before the 12th
century (VCH Gloucs, iv, 5-12) and archaeological data offer little information for
this period. The distribution of 10th-century pottery indicates the importance of the
four principal streets, while the side streets were probably not densely built up
(ibid.).

The regeneration Site falls within the parish of St. Aldate. Although the parish
boundary was not established before the 12th century, the church (DBA 44) may
well have had a pre-Conquest origin (VCH Gloucs, iv, 5-12).

Later medieval period (AD 1066-1485)

The regeneration Site falls within the eastern part of the later medieval town.
Features of note include the northern and eastern town walls and gates, including a
postern gate in the eastern corner of what is currently King’s Square, and the outer
gate along Lower North Gate Street. Whitefriars precinct lay outside the town wall in
the eastern half of the Site. During this period, the River Twyer flowed across the
centre of the Site (DBA 114). The timeslice for this period (Fig 9) is based primarily
on Heighway’s (1976) conjectured layout along with known HER sites and finds.

The medieval settlement and defences

Gloucester is referred to as a “city’ in Domesday Book (AD 1086) (VCH Gloucs iv,
1-4), when only few others had that title, and London at the same time was ranked a
‘Burgh’ (Hall and Pinnell 1780). A series of fires marred Gloucester: in the year AD
1088 a fire destroyed most of the town, followed by another in 1190, which also
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burnt down most of the town’s buildings, and another in 1214. The Historia of the
Abbey also mentions that in 1223 a fire damaged both sides of the ‘great west street’
(Lower Westgate Street from Castle Lane, present Upper Quay Street) as far as the
Lynch Gate (Fullbrook-Leggatt 1952, 21; Witts 2004, 25).

Around AD 1250, a line of round towers was added to the outside of the wall, the
foundations of one of these can be seen preserved in situ in the King’s Walk viewing
chamber (DBA 23). Excavation in 1971 of a 6m-wide trench for an underground
subway (DBA 106) showed a medieval or post-medieval rebuild of the 13th century
Almersham postern gate, located at the north-east corner of the walled circuit (Hurst
1986, 89).

The east gate was rebuilt with two round towers and rooms above. In 1974,
excavations revealed its southernmost tower. The gate was under attack during the
Barons War of 1265, when the town was captured by the rebellious Barons led by
Simon de Montfort. It was then damaged by the Royalist forces led by Prince
Edward (later Edward | of England) and later refortified by the Barons (Heighway
1980, 10).

Outside the east gate was a great drawbridge, and around 1540 a stone ‘moat’,
known as the Horse Pool, for washing horses, was built in front of the gate
(Heighway 1980, 10, 12). By 1588, the gate had become a prison for women and
after being used as a meeting place for the City Council and even a Poor School it
reverted in the 17th century to a prison, which it remained until it was demolished in
1778 (ibid).

Northgate Street is mentioned for the first time in the Corporation Records in 1342
(Fullbrook-Leggatt 1952, 23). Unlike Southgate Street, Northgate Street had no
conventual houses. Instead, in medieval times, much as now, it was a location for
shops and inns (ibid.).

Whitefriars Precinct

The house of Carmelite friars (the Whitefriars) was founded in ¢ 1268 near Brook
Street, outside the north-east corner walls of the town, in the eastern part of the
regeneration Site. The church was completed by the 1290s. For enlarging its
buildings the friary received 3% acres of land and a house from two benefactors in
1343 (VCH Gloucs iv, 288-92). The River Twyver (now under the line of Market
Parade) formed the outer defensive fosse.

Most of the Whitefriars buildings were probably demolished shortly after the
Dissolution, in ¢ 1567. In 1637, those surviving included a brick and stone building
known as the Founder’s Lodging, by then converted to a barn and demolished in the
late 17th or early 18th century. Building material was also used for the Civil War
fortifications. It is unclear whether the Founder’s Lodging corresponds to the
building known as the ‘white barn’, which Garrod and Heighway (1984, 8) suggest
as being the possible site of the Church. Subsequently, the name Friars Ground was
given to the site (VCH Gloucs iv, 288-92).

In 1974, excavations in the Bus Station area uncovered a medieval glazed tile floor
with a burial inserted into it, and mortared limestone walls (DBA 26). This is thought
to represent the remains of the Whitefriars church as it matches the location (DBA
103) marked on Speed’s map of 1610 (Fig 11).

Post-medieval period (AD 1485—present)
The timeslice for this period (Fig 10) is based primarily on scrutiny of the Ordnance
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Survey 1st edition 25-inch map of 1881-86 (discussed below), but includes the
projected line of the Civil War earthworks as depicted on Hall and Pinnell’s Plan
(below) along with known HER sites and finds.

Speed’s 1610 map of Gloucester (Fig 11) is not very detailed and has no street
names, but it does list a number of notable features. Whitefriars Church is shown set
within its precinct on the eastern edge of the map (DBA 103). A curved street (which
appears to correspond to Market Parade) forms the precinct’s western boundary and
links the ancient equivalent of Northgate Street to Station Road. St Aldames Church
(later St Aldate’s) is shown on St Aldate’s Street; houses are shown mainly along
Northgate Street/London Road; with fewer along Station Road. The eastern part of
the regeneration Site falls outside the map, which suggests that there were no notable
features here and was probably open fields on the outskirts of the City.

Civil War Defences

During the Civil War of 1643, Gloucester was occupied by a parliamentary garrison
and withstood a long-lasting siege (evidence of this was uncovered during the
Eastgate excavations), during which 40 people are said to have perished. In 1643,
Charles | had the city surrounded by 40,000 royalist troops, but parliamentary
support was sent in aid of Gloucester (Witts 2004, 46). Several buildings, including
Whitefriars, were demolished at this time, in order to construct the defences. The
medieval East Gate was filled with earth to withstand cannon fire, as shown in the
1974 excavations at 38-44 Eastgate Street (just metres outside the Site’s south
boundary). Cromwell’s victory in 1651 was celebrated by the citizens of Gloucester,
and Cromwell became Lord Protector of the city in 1657, until King Charles 1l
regained power in 1660 (ibid, 47).

Hall and Pinnell’s Plan of 1780 (1790 revision reproduced as Fig 12) shows the
defences as a double-ditched circuit incorporating thirteen regularly-spaced (at 250
yards) four-sided bastions, located in order to cover the gates and according to the
best line of fire (Atkin 1993b, 147). The plan indicates that the south-eastern part of
the defences falls within the western half of the regeneration Site, with a bastion in
the area of the railway station. Atkin (1993b, 147, 155) argues that it is unlikely that
this complex scheme was realised in its entirety in time for the siege, but adds that
there is evidence for continued work on the defences following this, presumably for
fear of a renewed attack.

There is good evidence, however, for an outer ditch being dug on the line of the Hall
and Pinnell plan along what is now Clarence Street, north of the East Gate (Atkin
and Laughlin 1992), and the outer ditch of the East Gate Bastion observed in a
watching brief in 1981 (DBA 123) also follows the location marked on the plan
(Atkin 1993b, 156). It also seems that work on a bastion around the North Gate, with
archaeological evidence (just metres outside the Site’s northern boundary, site codes
23/82, 2/82, 40/85) indicating an outer ditch following the Hall and Pinnell plan.
(ibid.).

Hall and Pinnell’s plan of 1780

Hall and Pinnell’s plan of 1780 (Fig 12) shows built up areas rather than individual
buildings (except where they stand isolated), but it gives an indication of the main
architectural/urban features of the time. The King’s Square and Bus Station
regeneration Site is shown bounded by Northgate Street and Lower Northgate Street
to the north-west and north; New Inn Lane (possibly) to the south, and Eastgate
Street to the south; and King Street to the east. The other boundaries run across
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fields, and to the south-east they follow the edge of Friars Ground and the road
running south of it.

The medieval North Gate, thought to have stood on the site of the Roman gateway,
was destroyed at the end of the 18th century (Fullbrook-Leggatt 1968, 20). Hall and
Pinnell (Fig 12) show it projecting well over Northgate Street.

The area currently occupied by Debenhams is shown as Oxbody Lane and is lined
with houses with small yards. Just north of it, is St Aldate Square, so named after the
church located there. To the south-east of the church is an area of small allotments
(perhaps orchards) surrounded by buildings along the street fronts.

The existing King’s Walk Shopping centre is located in an area which is shown as
densely built over by town houses and their gardens. The train station lies in an area
marked ‘Friars Ground’. These were fields associated with the Whitefriars Church,
which is no longer marked as since demolished. Very little is known of what
happened to the church following the Dissolution.

The Ordnance Survey 1st edition 25-inch map of 1881-86 (Fig 13) shows
considerable urban development in the regeneration Site particularly in the area
surrounding St Aldate’s parish Church on St Aldate’s Street. North of St Aldate’s
Street is a grave yard (now a Bank at 23a St Aldate Street and public house next
door). West of the graveyard is a brewery, while more houses and their gardens are
shown along Market Parade. The entire block to the south-east of Market Parade
(now the Bus Station) is taken up by the Cattle Market.

The first railway to reach the city, a standard-gauge line from Birmingham, opened
in 1840 with a station east of the cattle market (VCH Gloucs iv, 170-83), as can be
seen on the Ordnance Survey map of 1881-86 (Fig 13). The station, now
demolished, was a large building which stood just south of the present station.
Railway tracks, cattle pens and a goods depot are marked on the site of modern
Twyver House (the Land Registry) and its associated car park. The Wellington Hotel
is shown in its current location, as is another hotel just north of it.

The 20th century saw increasingly commercial development in Gloucester, of which
the largest example was probably a department store, now Debenham’s, constructed
in 1928-31. Having suffered relatively little bomb damage during the Second World
War, parts of the centre of Gloucester were radically redeveloped in the post-war
years, notably the north-eastern and south-eastern quarters, in accordance with a
comprehensive development plan of 1962. Numerous historic buildings were
demolished, including churches and chapels, and the medieval street pattern was
erased. King’s Square and the Eastgate Shopping Centre were created in 1966—74.
Other developments include the King’s Walk shopping centre, and the bus station
and multi-storey car park in the area of the Cattle Market between Bruton Way, the
newly constructed ring road, and Market Parade.
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Factors affecting archaeological survival

The truncation mapping (Fig 14) prepared as part of the present study shows areas of
past development which may have compromised archaeological survival within the
regeneration Site. It should be noted that the mapping is at a very general level and
assumes uniform truncation across the whole footprint of buildings, whereas in
reality it may not be consistent across the Site.

The severity of truncation is defined fully in the Introduction document but
essentially comprise areas of:

e Severe truncation: all horizontal archaeological stratigraphy will have
been removed although small, localised pockets may survive. The overall
survival potential is considered to be low or very low.

e Moderate truncation: archaeological remains and the bases of deep cut
features may survive beneath modern disturbance. The overall survival
potential is considered to be moderate.

e Slight truncation: horizontal stratigraphy and deep cut features are
expected to survive to a substantial thickness.

e Unknown truncation: lack of readily available information. Furthermore
detailed study would be needed.

Table 1 below indicates the amount of truncation within the regeneration Site relative
to the overall area, calculated using the GIS. The truncation figures given below do
not differentiate between known and probably truncation as defined on the GIS
mapping and is only intended to provide a general picture of the amount of
disturbance within the Site along with the overall archaeological survival potential.

Table 1: truncation within the King’s Square and Bus Station regeneration Site

Truncation severity Area (m?) % of total area
Severe 0 0%
Moderate 38,612.45 33.1%
Slight 74,440.58 63.7%
Unknown 3,753.81 3.2%
Total area of regeneration Site 116,806.84 100%

Table 1 indicates that there is no known severe truncation within the regeneration
Site. Over half of the Site (63%) has seen slight truncation. The Railway Station is a
light structure built on shallow foundations. Substantial areas of King’s Square are
filled, with former sunken fountains and public conveniences, as well as an
underpass (moderate truncation). A third of the Site has been moderately truncated,
being covered by buildings with single-storey basements and/or piled foundations
over the majority of the area: Debenhams is one such building; the King’s Walk
shopping centre, the Bus Station and car park have substantial piled foundations, as
does Twyver House (no basement), and larger properties along Northgate Street,
George Street, and St Aldate Street (Les Warriner, pers. comm. March 2007).
However, even within areas of general moderate truncation there may be discrete
pockets of preserved archaeology.
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Archaeological potential

The nature of possible archaeological survival in the area of the proposed
development is summarised here, taking into account the levels of natural geology
and the level and nature of later disturbance and truncation discussed above.

The Site does not demonstrate any significant potential for palaeoenvironmental
work as it exists on a high dry area of ground some distance from the floodplain.
However, the borehole records do suggest that deep organic deposits may survive
within the fills of the city ditch. Such fills and features would be of
palaeoenvironmental significance as they are likely to preserve pollen and plant
macro material which could be utilised in understanding the changing landscape and
environmental conditions that existed through the Roman to medieval periods.

Previous archaeological work undertaken on the Site has demonstrated a high
potential for deep archaeological stratigraphy. These layers may be up to 3m thick or
substantially thicker where the city ditch is encountered. The archaeology is likely to
represent urban activity of a Roman or medieval date.

The Site has a low potential to contain archaeological remains dated to the
prehistoric period. The Site’s location on a high dry area of ground close to
predictable resources of the River Severn would have been attractive to settlement.
Despite a number of archaeological investigations, there is currently no known
evidence for occupation in the prehistoric period. This possibly reflects the
ephemeral and transient nature of early settlement.

The Site has a high potential to contain archaeological remains dated to the Roman
period. The western half of the Site falls partly within the north-east quadrant of
Roman Glevum and partly within an extra-mural suburb. Therefore, parts of the
Roman defences, burials, road surfaces, and structural features are likely to be
encountered.

The Site has a high potential to contain archaeological remains dated to the early
medieval period. The western part of the Site falls within an area of known
occupation during this period, though its preservation is uncertain owing to the
perishable nature of early medieval building materials (mainly wood). There is,
however, potential for wells and pits to survive below current buildings.

The Site has a high potential to contain archaeological remains dated to the Later
medieval period. The western and central parts of the Site lie within an area of
known occupation during this period, and therefore there is potential for parts of the
settlement and the defences to be uncovered; for the Whitefriars precinct and
associated buildings to be identified in the area of the bus station; and for the
canalisation of the Twyver to be finally dated.

The Site has a high potential to contain archaeological remains dated to the post-
medieval period. These include the Civil War Defences; the post-Dissolution
development of Whitefriars; and building remains (ranging from domestic to
industrial) that will add to our understanding of the area’s urban growth. The eastern
part of the Site has potential for railway infrastructure.
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Built heritage

The King’s Square and Bus Station Site lies within the boundaries of two
Conservation Areas, at present designated as Clarence Street and London Road. Two
recent conservation area appraisals and management proposals, prepared by The
Conservation Studio and issued by Gloucester City Council in draft form in
November 2006, for consultation, cover this Site, at least in part. One of these
appraisals, City Centre Conservation Area, covers the quadrant between Northgate
and Eastgate Streets, including King’s Square, and the other, Ermin Street
Conservation Area, covers the northern extremity of the Site. Both documents
contain much of the heritage information relevant to the standing buildings and other
structures in the Site, which is summarised here.

The statutorily listed buildings in the Site (identified in the gazetteer and on Fig 3,
10.1.1 below) are on Northgate Street, a continuation of one of the two principal
streets that bisected medieval Gloucester at right angles to each other. An example is
86-88 Northgate Street (gazetteer Nos 2 and 3).

Several other buildings in the Site, not statutorily listed, are nevertheless considered
to be of sufficient historic or architectural interest to be noted here, either
individually or in small groups of contiguous buildings (gazetteer Nos 5-11). The
criteria by which these buildings have been held to be noteworthy are those applied
by English Heritage and national planning policy guidance in the selection of
buildings for statutory listing (expressed in Planning Policy Guidance 15: planning
and the historic environment, and in guidance on specific types of building published
recently by English Heritage, in connection with proposed rationalisation of heritage
designation). Although these buildings do not qualify for statutory listing, the
selection criteria provide a useful approach to understanding and discriminating
among all the buildings in the Site. In nearly every case these buildings are also those
identified in the conservation area appraisals referred to above as making a positive
contribution to the character and appearance of the conservation area in which they
are situated.
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Archaeological and built heritage significance

Archaeological significance

Areas of archaeological significance were identified within the regeneration Site and
were mapped and labelled in Fig 15. ‘Significance’ is essentially the same as ‘risk’
associated with time/cost implications/constraints to possible future development due
to the presence of known or potential heritage resources. The Introduction document
sets out the criteria that were used in defining the different areas.

The five zones statutorily designated as Scheduled Monuments were the only
resources identified as having Very High Significance within the Site. They lie
around King’s Square and King’s Walk. These key heritage assets, consisting of
important remains of the Roman settlement, are considered to have the most
significance and should be considered as a primary consideration in masterplanning
terms.

Over a third of the Site is covered by areas of High Significance. These were
identified on the basis of current knowledge of past activity, in particular the Roman
colonia, the medieval settlement, and Whitefriars precinct. Truncation from the
basements and foundations of existing buildings, especially in the King’s Walk
Shopping Centre area and south of King’s Square, has resulted in downgrading areas
of High Significance to Medium Significance. The high confidence rating for the
areas discussed so far is supported by a considerable amount of archaeological
investigation.

The eastern part of the Site, by contrast, has been rated as having Low or Very Low
Significance for archaeology, which reflects post-medieval activity shown on historic
maps. The confidence rating here is much lower, as it is based on poor current
understanding prior to the post-medieval period resulting from the absence of
archaeological investigation. Accordingly, areas of Low and Very Low Significance
have the potential to contain possible, previously unrecorded, remains of higher
significance. For example, it is possible that hitherto unrecorded Roman burials
(High Significance) lie within an area defined on current knowledge as of Low
Significance (e.g. area of post-medieval settlement). Areas of severe truncation
would not hold such significance or risk potential, but none were identified within
the Site.

In order to ensure that this unknown quantity is considered in the decision-making
process, areas within the regeneration Site where current understanding, and the
confidence rating in assessing significance, is particularly poor were highlighted on
Fig 15.

Built heritage significance

Areas of built heritage significance were identified within the regeneration Site and
were mapped and labelled in Fig 16. Part of the Site has the status of a conservation
area, and a recent draft conservation area appraisal (referred to in 6.1.1 above)
effectively describes the significance of the existing buildings and structures there.
An important consideration is whether buildings in a conservation area make a
positive contribution to the character and appearance of the area. It may be assumed
that all buildings in this Site earlier in date than the early 20th century, as well as
some later ones, are of historic interest.
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Conclusion

The King’s Square and Bus Station regeneration Site is highly sensitive
archaeologically and fairly sensitive in term of built heritage. The western half of the
Site contains three Scheduled Monuments (remains of the Roman colonia and a
section of the Roman defences) and four Grade Il Listed Buildings. The north-
western part of the Site contains two Conservation Areas (Area 4: Clarence Street,
and Area 9: London Road). The Council is currently in the process of reviewing the
Conservation Area boundaries.

Previous archaeological work undertaken on the Site has demonstrated a high
potential for deep archaeological stratigraphy. These layers may be up to 3m thick or
substantially thicker where the city ditch is encountered. The Site has a low potential
to contain prehistoric remains. Despite a number of archaeological investigations,
there is currently no known evidence for occupation in the prehistoric period. The
Site has a high potential to contain Roman remains. The western half of the Site falls
partly within the north-east quadrant of the Roman town and partly within an extra-
mural suburb. The Site has a high potential to contain early medieval remains. The
western part of the Site falls within an area of known occupation, though
preservation is uncertain owing to the perishable nature of early medieval building
materials. The Site has a high potential to contain late medieval remains. The
western and central parts of the Site lie within an area of known occupation and there
is potential for settlement and the defences, whilst The Whitefriars precinct and
associated buildings lay within the centre of the Site. The Site has a high potential to
contain post-medieval remains, including Civil War Defences, the post-Dissolution
development of Whitefriars, and railway infrastructure in the eastern half of the Site.

Over half of the Site has seen slight truncation, whilst a third of the Site has been
moderately truncated, being covered by buildings with single-storey basements
and/or piled foundations over the majority of the area.
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9 Gazetteer of known archaeological sites and finds

9.1.1 The table below represents a gazetteer of known archaeological sites and finds within regeneration Site. The gazetteer should be read in
conjunction with Fig 2.

DBA Type Address/Name | Event Description Period Site Understanding | Importance | HER NMR NMR
No. Year Code No. event No. [ Mon. No.
1 Excavation | Bruton Way | 1960 | Drainage system associated with the old cattle | Post 1960 Sufficient Low 238 0 0
(Bus station) market. Medieval
2 Stray Find Market Parade 1959 | Samian base fragment, Drag.37 Roman 38/59 Insufficient Uncertain 239 0 0
3 Stray Find Clarence Street | 1951 | Antoninianus of Claudius Il (AD 268-270) Late 1951 Insufficient Uncertain 251 0 0
Medieval
4 Stray Find 27 Eastgate 0 Quernstone - no other details Uncertain ? Insufficient Uncertain 287 0 0
Street
5 Unknown 27 Eastgate | 1907 | Medieval cellar of the Weavers Guildhall - now | Late 1907 Insufficient Medium 288 0 0
Street demolished Medieval
6 Excavation | 47-49 Eastgate | 1873 | 45ft stretch of city wall with associated finds | Roman 1873 Sufficient High 292 0 0
Street (see DBA 118).
7 Stray Find 51 Eastgate 0 Castor ware beaker decorated with hounds | Roman ? Insufficient Uncertain 293 0 0
Street chasing hares 'en barbotine'
8 Stray Find 53 Eastgate | 1934 | Samian bowls - form 37, stamped CENSORINI, | Roman 1/34 Insufficient Uncertain 294 0 0
Street form 33, stamped LVPI M
9 Stray Find 53 Eastgate | 1890 | Earthenware jar - 'found in the sediment at the | Uncertain 1890 Insufficient Uncertain 295 0 0
Street bottom of the old moat'
10 Unknown 53 Eastgate 0 Jar, jug, lead brooch and bronze buckle Late ? Insufficient Uncertain 297 0 0
Street Medieval
11 Site 1-5 King's [ 1960 | Roman wall with part of internal turret (2 [ Roman, 20/60 Sufficient High 328 0 0
Square periods), Post Medieval ?knife Post
Medieval
12 Stray Find 1-5 King's | 1958 | Roman bowl and pie-dish, bronze disc Roman 38/58 Insufficient Uncertain 329 633261 0
Square
13 Stray Find King's Square 1934 | 21 pieces of stamped samian Roman 1934 Insufficient Uncertain 330 0 0
medium to
high
14 Stray Find King's Square 1934 | Large quantity of Roman pottery Roman 1934 Insufficient Uncertain 331 0 0
medium to
high
15 Stray Find King's Square 1934 | Quantity of Roman pottery - mostly 1st-2nd | Roman 1934 Insufficient Uncertain 332 0 0
century medium to
high
19
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DBA Type Address/Name | Event Description Period Site Understanding | Importance | HER NMR NMR
No. Year Code No. event No. [ Mon. No.
16 Stray Find King's Square 1934 | 18 pieces of stamped samian Roman 1934 Insufficient Uncertain 333 0 0

medium to
high
17 Site King's Square 0 Roman city wall with possible angle tower, | Roman, ? Sufficient Very high 334 0 0
Medieval passage, Post med drain, 'much Roman | Late
pottery’ Medieval
18 Stray Find King's Square 1934 | Large quantity of samian pottery Roman 1934 Insufficient Uncertain 335 0 0
medium to
high
19 Stray Find King's Square 1928 | Large quantity of samian pottery Roman 1928 Insufficient Uncertain 336 0 0
medium to
high
20 Stray Find King's Walk 0 Samian form 38, stamped VIIGIS Roman ? Insufficient Uncertain 337 0 0
21 Stray Find King's Walk 1948 | Dupondius of Trajan cos V (AD 103-111) Roman 1948 Insufficient Uncertain 338 0 0
22 Stray Find King's Walk 1931 | Small quantity of samian pottery Roman 1931 Insufficient Uncertain 339 0 0
23 Excavation | King's Walk 1974 | Demolished 2nd century building covered by | Roman 38/74 Sufficient High 340 0 0
late 2nd century rampart
24 Site 6 Market | 1880 | Well, stone sewer/drain, pottery and ‘a quantity | Roman 1880 Insufficient High 352 0 0
Parade of leather sandals with their attachments'
25 Excavation | 6 Market | 1974 | Deliberately levelled Roman building, field | Roman, 7774 Sufficient High 353 633294 0
Parade levels and associated drainage, possible | Late
Medieval outer defences. Medieval
26 Excavation | 10-11 Market | 1974 | Medieval glazed tile floor with a burial inserted | Late 37174 Sufficient Very high 354 652780 0
Parade into it + mortared limestone walls - White friars | Medieval
house?
27 Stray Find Market Parade 1941 | Stamped mortarium - Q VALERIV[S] | Roman 14/41 Insufficient Uncertain 355 0 0
VERANIV[S] (AD 70-100)
28 | Documentary | Market Parade 0 "....a tesselated pavement dug up at the Black | Roman ? Insufficient Uncertain 356 0 0
Record Spread Eagle'
29 Stray Find Market Parade 1970 | As of Trajan cos V (AD 102-111) Roman 21/70 Insufficient Uncertain 357 0 0
30 Stray Find 30-44 1930 | Pottery feeding bottle, fragment of wall plaster. Roman 1930 Insufficient Uncertain 367 0 0
Northgate
Street
31 Excavation | 30-44 1934 | Building, pavements, pottery, carved limestone | Roman 13/34 Sufficient High 368 0 0
Northgate head etc..
Street
32 Stray Find 30-44 1914 | Tesselated pavement - now relaid in museum Roman 1914 Insufficient Uncertain 369 0 115405
Northgate
Street
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DBA Type Address/Name | Event Description Period Site Understanding | Importance | HER NMR NMR
No. Year Code No. event No. [ Mon. No.
33 Stray Find 92 Northgate | 1960 | 18cm spearhead ‘found with a mass of pottery’ Roman 86/60 Insufficient Uncertain 374 0 0

Street medium to
high
34 Stray Find Northgate 1820 | Tesselated pavement between Hare lane and | Roman 1820 Insufficient Uncertain 375 0 0
Street Worcester street medium to
high
35 Stray Find 96  Northgate 0 Votive tablet Roman ? Insufficient Uncertain 378 0 0
Street
36 Stray Find 96 Northgate | 1857 | Roman pillar base Roman 1857 Insufficient Uncertain 379 0 115410
Street
37 Stray Find 106 Northgate | 1966 | Ae3 of Constantine | (AD 324-330) Roman 1966 Insufficient Uncertain 380 0 0
Street
38 Excavation | 33-39 Eastgate | 1965 | Three successive phases of Roman buildings Roman 15/65 Sufficient High 408 0 0
Street
39 Stray Find St. Aldate | 1860 | Upright urns buried level with Roman floors - | Roman 1860 Insufficient Uncertain 447 0 0
Square suggested as 'hidey-holes', not burials high to very
high
40 Excavation | St. Aldate | 1960 | Colonia defences, intervallum street, masonry | Roman 1960 Sufficient Very high 448 0 0
Street buildings and whole width of N-S street
41 Excavation | St. Aldate | 1958 | Large collection of small finds - mostly | Roman 1958 Insufficient Uncertain 449 0 0
Street jewellery high to very
high
42 Excavation St. Aldate | 1958 | Roman and Medieval small finds, Roman | Roman, 1958 Insufficient Uncertain 450 0 115464
Street pottery. NMR reports additional info: A Roman | Late high to very
street with a stone and timber gutter, measuring | Medieval high
16ft across was found at the Bon Marche site in
1958-9.
43 Excavation | St. Aldate [ 1958 [ Roman stone and timber buildings, courtyard, [ Roman, 1958 Sufficient Very high 451 633262 115403
Street streets, legionary bank behind wall, coins, small | Late
finds and all periods pottery Medieval,
Post
Medieval
44 Cartographic | 6-10 St. Aldate 0 Original site of St. Aldate’s church (destroyed | Late ? Insufficient Uncertain 452 0 1431169
Depiction Street 1653) Medieval high to very
high
45 Excavation | 1-29 St. Aldate | 1875 | Possible landing stage: '.rushes and other | Uncertain 1875 Insufficient Uncertain 453 0 0
Street aquatic plants, as well as a strong landing stage
(between) (or bridge) built of beams..' (Twyver)
46 Stray Find St. Aldate | 1958 | Follis of Constantine | (AD 306-324) (NB. this | Roman 1958 Insufficient Uncertain 454 0 0
Street was found at the soil dump in Estcourt road)

21

P:\GLOU\1016\na\Field\deliverables13-07-07\Kings Square\Kings Square draft 14-05-07.doc




King’s Square and Bus Station
Archaeological desk-based assessment @ MoLAS 2007

DBA Type Address/Name | Event Description Period Site Understanding | Importance | HER NMR NMR
No. Year Code No. event No. [ Mon. No.
47 Stray Find St. Aldate | 1934 [ Collection of 13th-14th century pottery and | Late 1934 Insufficient Uncertain 455 0 0

Street fragments of ridge tiles Medieval high to very
high
48 Excavation | 30-44 1955 | Roman pavements and floors, associated Roman | Roman, 3/55; Sufficient High 456 633262 115402
Northgate and Medieval pottery and small finds. NMR also | Late 19/55;
Street mentions a well and locates monument at the | Medieval 36/55;
south east corner of the Bon Marche site 116/64
49 Site St. Aldate [ 1928 [ 1.5m wide section of City wall found - probably [ Roman, 1928 Insufficient Uncertain 457 0 0
Street Medieval rebuild Late high to very
Medieval high
50 Site St. Aldate | 1947 | 12 human skulls recovered Uncertain 1947 Insufficient Uncertain 458 0 0
Street high to very
high
51 Stray Find St. Aldate | 1910 [ Samian jar, form 54 Roman 1910 Insufficient Uncertain 459 0 0
Street high to very
high
52 Site St. Aldate | 1964 | Two Roman inhumations with associated [ Roman, 116/64; Insufficient Uncertain 460 0 0
Street jewellery, Roman and Post Med pottery, Carved | Post 117/64 high to very
stone finial Medieval high
53 Site St. Aldate | 1934 | Roman limestone panel, hypocaust pila, bronze | Roman, 13/34; Insufficient Uncertain 461 0 115406
Street knob and spoon, Medieval pottery Late 24/35; high to very
Medieval 209/50 high
54 Stray Find St. Aldate | 1947 | Ae3 of Constantine | (AD 308-324) Roman ? Insufficient Uncertain 462 0 0
Street
55 Excavation St. Aldate | 1958 | Antoniniani of Valeriani, Tetricus I, Tetricus Il | Roman 1958 Insufficient Uncertain 463 0 0
Street and Quintillus
56 Excavation | St. Aldate | 1958 | Radiate, Ae3 of Licinius and 6 Urbs Roma Roman 1958 Insufficient Uncertain 464 0 0
Street
57 Stray Find St. Aldate | 1961 [ 13th century strap handled jug Late 83/61 Insufficient Uncertain 465 0 0
Street Medieval
58 Excavation St. Aldate | 1947 | Roman and Medieval street surfaces with | Roman, 46/47 Sufficient High 466 0 0
Street associated stratified pottery Late
Medieval
59 Unknown St. Aldate 0 Site of Almesham gate c. 1230 Late ? Insufficient Uncertain 467 0 115476
Street / Market Medieval high to very
Parade high
60 Stray Find St. Aldate [ 1890 | Roman column base with portion of shaft - NB | Roman 1890 Insufficient Uncertain 468 0 0
Street street location uncertain
61 Stray Find Northgate 1825 | Partly uncovered Roman pavement Roman 1825 Insufficient Uncertain 483 0 115400
Street / The high to very
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Oxbode high
62 Stray Find The Oxbode 1843 | Roman tesselated pavement Roman 1843 Insufficient Uncertain 499 0 115401
high to very
high
63 Stray Find The Oxbode /| 1962 | Two early 13th century pitchers Late 38/62 Insufficient Uncertain 500 0 0
Kings Square Medieval
64 Recorded St. Aldate [ 1931 [ Outer face of wall recorded in Albion chambers Roman 1931 Insufficient Uncertain 570 0 0
Observation | Street high to very
high
65 Excavation | Kings Walk 1960 | Position of interval tower Roman, 1960 Sufficient Very high 571 0 0
Late
Medieval
66 Unknown St. Aldate 0 ‘Long line of Roman wall exposed’ Roman ? Insufficient Uncertain 573 0 0
Street high to very
high
67 Unknown St. Aldate | 1890 | 'Large Roman bases and capitals of columns' Roman 1890 Insufficient Uncertain 574 0 115420
Street high to very
high
68 | Documentary | St. Aldate 0 Fullbrook running in outer ditch of town wall Roman, ? Insufficient Uncertain 575 0 0
Record Street Late medium to
Medieval high
69 Unknown St. Aldate 0 Graveyard - no further information Uncertain ? Insufficient Uncertain 576 0 0
Street high to very
high
70 Field St. Aldate | 1933 | Top of City wall exposed during roadworks, | Roman 1933 Insufficient Uncertain 577 0 115421
Observation | Street approx. 1.2m thick high to very
high
71 Unknown St. Aldate 0 River Twyver diverted to feed into the City ditch | Uncertain ? Insufficient Uncertain 586 0 0
Street / Kings - possibly Roman possibly medium to
Square Roman high
72 Stray Find 30-44 1914 | Copper spearhead found Uncertain 1914 Insufficient Uncertain 594 0 0
Northgate
Street
73 Site 30-44 1914 | Number of skeletons at a lower level than the | Uncertain 1914 Insufficient Uncertain 595 0 115405
Northgate tesselated pavement - probably St Aldate’s burial | possibly high to very
Street ground Medieval high
74 Excavation 41-45 Eastgate | 1969 | Roman walls, street surface and associated | Roman, 49/69 Sufficient High 596 633276 115450
Street pottery, 13th century well. NMR reports | Late
additional info: An early Roman rampart was | Medieval

excavated in 1969-71. It is associated with other
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military type sites. Pre Flavian pottery was
found.
75 Stray Find Kings Walk 1971 | Fragments of oolitic limestone inscription and | Roman 29/71; Insufficient Uncertain 620 0 0
two moulded slabs (COH.../I.../...) 30/71 high to very
high
76 Excavation | 96 Northgate | 1971 | Remains of three successive buildings, wattle | Roman 37/71 Sufficient Very high 621 633282 115410
Street wall, timbers, colonnade. One room contained a
forge.
77 Excavation | London Road 1973 | Remains of Lower North gate Late 51/73 Sufficient Very high 628 0 0
Medieval
78 Excavation | 60 Kings Walk | 1934 | Part of Roman City wall, Medieval culvert Roman, 1934 Sufficient Very high 632 0 0
Late
Medieval
79 Watching Northgate 1976 | Street alignments, buildings and possible [ Roman, 33/76 Sufficient Very high 654 0 0
Brief Street triumphal arch foundation (trenches from | Late
Longsmith street to Eastern avenue via London | Medieval,
road) Post
Medieval
80 Watching 106 Northgate | 1973 | Roman buildings fronting street Roman 50/73 Sufficient High 662 0 0
Brief Street
81 Unknown 74-88 1973 | Roman buildings and possible course of Twyver | Roman 26/73 Insufficient Uncertain 666 633289 0
Northgate high to very
Street high
82 Watching Market Parade 1970 | No information Uncertain 2/70 Insufficient Uncertain 709 0 0
Brief?
83 Watching Bruton Way / | 1984 | Roman street metallings, Medieval defensive | Roman, 21/84 Sufficient High 806 652773 115491
Brief Northgate ditch, Post Med Twyver culvert Late
Street Medieval,
Post
Medieval
84 Watching Northgate 1985 | Successive metalled street surfaces recorded to a | Roman, 41/85 Sufficient Very high 828 0 0
Brief Street depth of 2.6m, possible North gate construction | Late
trench Medieval
85 Watching 39 Eastgate | 1988 | 16th-17th century foundations, oven and floor | Post 38/88 Sufficient Medium 879 0 0
Brief Street level of a building fronting onto Eastgate street Medieval
86 Watching Northgate 1992 | Metalled street surfaces Roman 27/92 Sufficient High 952 0 0
Brief Street / Spread
Eagle Road
87 Watching 86-88 1994 | Medieval building frontages, successive | Roman, 22/94 Sufficient High 990 1050909 0
Brief Northgate occupation/destruction layers and surfaces Late
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Street Medieval
88 Evaluation | Spread Eagle | 1996 | Possible Roman cultivation/occupation horizon | Roman, 14/96 Sufficient Medium 1039 1098677 0
Road / Market cut by Medieval pitting Late
Parade Medieval
89 Evaluation | Spread Eagle | 1997 | Negative evidence None 51/97 Sufficient Uncertain 1053 0 0
Road
90 Watching Market Parade 1998 | Negative evidence None GLRCM Sufficient Uncertain 1072 0 0
Brief? 1998/12
91 Evaluation | 22-26 2000 | Negative evidence None GLRCM Insufficient Uncertain 1451 0 0
Northgate 2000/27
Street
92 Watching Kings Square 1971 | Watching brief by H Hurst and JF Rhodes | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1650 656125 0
brief recovered Roman town defences. high to very
high
93 Watching 64-72 1969 | Watching brief by AP Garrod recorded Roman | Roman, 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1651 652784 0
brief Northgate town defences and a medieval forge. Medieval high to very
Street high
94 Excavation | 1-5 Kings | 1960 | Excavation directed by AG Hunter revealed part | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1652 633264 0
Square of Roman town defences. high to very
high
95 Watching Kings Square 1971 | Watching brief directed by H Hurst and JF | Roman, 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1653 652713 0
brief Rhodes revealed Roman town defences and | Medieval, high to very
medieval road and post-medieval culvert Post high
Medieval
96 Excavation | St. Aldate | 1947 | Excavation undertaken in the cellars of two [ Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1655 1126291 0
Street demolished houses revealed Roman pavement high to very
and yard. Exact location unknown, NMR locates high
NGR in middle of St Aldate Street.
97 Observation | St. Aldate 0 Observation during drain laying reported in 1933 | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1654 0 115367
Street Transactions of the Bristol and Gloucestershire high to very
Archaeological Society vol. 55. Columns found high
during drain-laying have been interpreted as
indicating the possible site of a classical temple.
98 Stray Find 1800 | A Roman mosaic was found circa 1800 on the | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1656 0 115414
site of the Spreadeagle Hotel. Source: Fullbrook- high to very
Leggatt 1968. high
99 Observation | 25 St. Aldate 0 A Roman wall was exposed in the 19th century | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1657 0 115423
Street at 25 Aldate Street. high to very
high
100 | Observation | St. Aldate | 1958 | A Roman street with six surfaces was discovered | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1658 0 115463
25
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Street at the Bon Marche site between 1958-64. high to very
Reported in Transactions of the BGAS 1963, vol high
82.
101 | Observation | St. Aldate 0 An earthen rampart of two periods was found in | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1659 0 115422
Street 1958. The first related to the original 1st century high to very
fortress area; the second to a 3rd century rebuild. high
Reported in Fullbrook-Leggatt 1968.
102 1-5 Kings 0 Part of the Roman town defences consisting of | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1660 0 115425
Square the wall and outer ditch were seen at 1-5 King's high to very
Square. They dated from the late 2nd century. high
An internal tower was found. Reported in
Fullbrook-Leggatt 1968.
103 | Documentary | Whitefriars  / 0 Carmelite friary founded before 1268. There | Late 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1661 0 1356136
Bruton Way / were 31 friars in 1337 and the house was | Medieval high to very
Bus Station dissolved in July 1538 when the 3 remaining high
friars surrendered the house. Their house is
shown on Speed's Map of 1610, but no trace
remains today.
104 Site Kings Square 1960 | A Roman masonry building, possibly a shop | Roman 0 Sufficient High 1662 0 115404
with a portico and mosaic pavement was found
c.1960.
105 Site Kings Street 1931 | Part of the Gloucester Medieval town wall found | Late 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1663 0 115477
circa 1931 in King Street. Parts of the Roman | Medieval high to very
wall were also located. high
106 Site Market Parade 0 Roman town defences on the site of a Medieval | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1664 0 115424
/ Station Road postern. high to very
high
107 Site Kings Walk 0 Part of the Roman city walls were discovered to | Roman 0 Insufficient Uncertain 1665 0 115426
be preserved at John Bellows' printing works. high to very
There may have been a gateway nearby. high
108 Site 82A-84 0 The site of a house dating to the early 17th | Post 0 Sufficient 1666 0 511711
Northgate century. The site is now occupied by modern | Medieval
Street shops.
109 Site Gloucester Medieval town wall, constructed in Sufficient High 1735 115474
places on the line of the Roman town wall.
110 Road Ermin  Way: Roman road running from Sufficient High 1738 1131812

Cirencester to Gloucester, 16 miles. This part of
Ermin Way is an example of a Roman road still
in use, with the agger still an imposing
embankment 4-5ft high.
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111 Site Part of Gloucester's medieval town ditch Sufficient High 1739 115478
identified.
112 Site The Civil War defences of Gloucester consisted Sufficient High 1741 1396498
of a refurbishment of the Medieval defences, the
rapid construction of a bastion trace rampart and
wet ditch at the time of the 1643 siege with
particular emphasis on the defence of the town
gates.
113 Site Medieval water-filled ditch fed by the Fullbrook, Sufficient Low 1746 115475
a diversion of the Twyver.
114 Site Canalization of River Twyver, Roman or Insufficient High 1748 115310
Medieval, pre-1220 AD. Carried out possibly for
the transportation of building stone from the
Cotswolds.
115 Road Roman road from Birmingham to Gloucester. Sufficient High 1751 868661
116 Site A bastion outside the city walls at Almesham Sufficient High 1757 1396579
Postern was built after the siege of 1643. In
1643, the site appears to have been occupied by
a barn of the Whitefriars which commanded
several ways. This appears to have been fortified
with ditches.
117 | Scheduled Remains of Remains of Roman wall Sufficient Very High 340 GC331
Ancient Roman wall
Monument
118 Scheduled 47 and 49 Remains of Roman wall Sufficient Very High 292 GC228
Ancient Eastgate Street
Monument
119 Scheduled Glevum Roman structures Sufficient Very High 0 GC330
Ancient Roman colonia
Monument
120 Scheduled Glevum Roman structures Sufficient Very High 0 GC330
Ancient Roman colonia
Monument
121 Scheduled Glevum Roman structures Sufficient Very High GC330
Ancient Roman colonia
Monument
122 Site Northgate The Outer Northgate Bastion was built during Sufficient High 1396551
Bastion 1643. It was asymmetrical in its original form,

but was developed as an enlarged symmetrical
bastion after the siege, 1644-51. Excavations in
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1982 at Bruton Way found a ditch at least 2.5m
deep and 8m wide run.

123 Site Eastgate Eastgate Postern was not built in time for the Sufficient High 1396588
Bastion defence of Gloucester in 1643, but was built and
extant 1644-51. Excavations at Eastgate have
shown that the original ditch in front of the south
side of the bastion was widened to 12m.

124 Site Gloucester Railway station on the Bristol and Gloucester Sufficient Medium 1772 501025
Central Station line, opened in 1851.
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10  Gazetteer of built heritage
10.1.1 The table below represents a gazetteer of built heritage resources within the regeneration Site. The gazetteer should be read in conjunction
with Fig 3.
BH Address Description Grade Serial No.
No.
1 62 Northgate Street 1l 844-1/8/223
2 86 Northgate Street Northend Vaults 1 844-1/8/225
3 88 Northgate Street Northend Vaults 1l 844-1/8/225
4 102 Northgate Street 1 844-1/8/226
5 Bruton Way and London Dunelm Mills Shop, originally showrooms for Gloucester Railway Carriage & Wagon Co.. Red brick, stone dressings, 2- Unlisted
Road storey, slated pitched roof. 1894. Building of historic interest identified by MoLAS building specialist as part of GURP in
2007.
6 Lower North Gate Spread Eagle Court. Surviving part of large hotel, red brick, stone dressings, 4-storeys, pitched slated roof. 1864—6. Unlisted
Building of historic interest identified by MoLAS building specialist as part of GURP in 2007.
7 King’s Square Regal Cinema, now pub. Steel frame, Bath stone front. 1938, completed 1956. Building of historic interest identified by Unlisted
MOoLAS building specialist as part of GURP in 2007.
8 60 Northgate Street and 1--23 | Shops, former furniture factory,brick, 4-storey. 1874, central front 1907. Building of historic interest identified by MoLAS Unlisted
St Aldate Street, building specialist as part of GURP in 2007.
9 2--4 St Aldate Street, 48--58 | Shops & houses. Brick, 2--3-storey; 1890s--1900s. Building of historic interest identified by MoLAS building specialist as Unlisted
Northgate Street, part of GURP in 2007.
10 | The Oxbode, S side Post Office & adjoining shops. Steel-framed, brick, fronted with Bath Stone. Post Office, 1932—4. Buildings of historic Unlisted
interest identified by MoLAS building specialist as part of GURP in 2007.
11 | 37--41 Clarence Street, W Red brick, stone dressings, 3-storey & dormers. 1972? Building of historic interest identified by MoLAS building Unlisted
side, N end specialist as part of GURP in 2007.
12 | George Street & Station Wellington Hotel & former Gloucester Hotel. Wellington brick & stucco; Gloucester ashlar-fronted. 1854. Building of Unlisted
Approach. historic interest identified by MoLAS building specialist as part of GURP in 2007.
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